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THE WHITE HOUSE 

. WASHINGTON 

October 4, 1978 

'l'o Etta Colbert 

It '\•las a pleasure to talk \'lith you during 
the 'fm·m llall 1'·iccting at i\llquippa Idgh 
School. Your pu:cticipation in the ..:1iscus­
sicms hellx~d to W\1ke t:he occasion both 
successful and enjoyable. 

Becret.ary Harris 't'7ill be follot.ving up on 
your question. 'i'hank you for askii:g it. 

l-trs. E·t ta Colbert. 
489 Phillips Street 

Si11cerely, 

Aliquippa, Penncyl vania 15 0 ()! 
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WH tissue to: The Honorable Patricia R. Harris 
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Administration of jimmy Carta, 19?8 Sept. 23 

Aliquippa, Pennsylvania 
Remarks nne! a Qucsticm-and-Annver Session 
ot a Toum Meeting. Scf>lemb·er 23, 1978 

;\L-\~·o~ Ross. Good afternoon, ladies and 
gentlemen. \fy name is John Ross, mayor . 
of Aliquippa. On behalf of the borough• 
of Aliquippa, I wckonie all of you to the 
Aliquippa town meeting. And now, may 
I present to you the President of the 
United States, Jimmy Carter. 

Tnr. PRESIDE="T. l\1r. ·Mayor, thank 
you very much. 

It's a great pleasure for me to be back 
in this beautiful part of Pcnnsrh·ania and 
one of the 11l05t beautiful p:nts of the 
Cnited St<•tes .. 

;\{y wife, Ros;dynn, during the cam­
pil;gn, spent 5da~·s in B~aver \":o.J:icy, and 
all the people who ,,·ere up },ere cam­
paigning on the PC'~tnut Brigade and my 
family and I thought that t.he most de­
lightful camp:1.ign expc:r;eJKe of uur 
,-,hole 1976 effort \1·as in Penmyh-.1.nia~ 

And we thank vou for it and a:ho thank 
you for the gt'ea~ re:;ults that helped to put 
me in the 'Vhite Hoc1se. 

:.My mother is· a groeat sports fan, and 
anybody who cares about ~ports knows 
about Beaver County. As you know, Joe 
Nama:th was a g·reat friend of my mother's 
when she was in .\lab::~ma and still is. 
Pete \fara,·ich p!a}·ed for our teaHl in 
Atlanta, greilt at:hlete who be;,;an here­
Tony Dorsett, another great ?..thkte, as 

you know; Doc ::\kdich, ai1d tnanr others. 
I won't try to mentioH all of ,them tl;at 
came f rmn here, but there must he ~omc­
thing $pecial about ·the climate or t-he 
traini1ig because yo11 have set a st:~ndard 
for the rest of the country in athletics. 

And that's not all. We have a great 
song compose~ from Georgia, Johnny 
?-.ferccr. And one of his good friend's and 
fello~,. composers was also from here, and 
that's Henry ~fanc.ini. He was at the 

White House not lung ago and gave a 
beautiful coricc1t. And he and Johnny 
?\fercer \"fcite several songs together, in­
c.luding "\foon River," which is one of 
JTI}' f;n·orite waltzes-Rosalynn and I like 
to dance to it-and "Days of Wine and 
Roses" and many others. ' 

So, we have not only a ]o( of political 
interrelat·ionships "ith. you bl:it athletic 
interrelationships, ct!:ltt.iral i;ll<:ITehtion~ 
ships, and just persona1 f riP.ndships. 

It's a good Oj)portuni.t y for me as Presi- · 
dent of onr great countrv to cmr.c here 
and ha,:e a f1~:.·nk (':xchar:a'e ,,·ith \OU. ::'\ot 

. ~ I 

· oaly are you reopunsible for my election; 
but in a H:n· imoortz..nt ,,.:1.\· YOU ave re­

sp~nsible for~hm/guod a jc:ol) '1 ~an do rep­
re;.enting you in the \\'bite: 1 !o(l~e. 

There arc ~c.me things that prey hc;i\·il:.-
. d . ' I I . or n1y 1!:·in , r:1~ny :Gcas, ;u t \·::1~1: to . 

c..lder to you this. morning on your ques­
tions. TLerc are two, tho~.~:,• h .. that I\\ O<LJ.:l 
li~;c to I:Jcotion just in p::l,;ing that tn:)1t 
stinmlatc ~o:ne questions from you. 

ADCill="ISTRA:fiO?\ POI.IClES 

One of the great duties of :1 go\'CJTc:-nent 
is to police it~clf, to m:tkc su;-c that the 
core of our ?\ation in go,·cmment is ck"n 
and decent J.nd ho:1rst a:Jd: open. Ol1r ::'\a­
tiOI'l suffered the bst .few ycZlrs beclUse 
that has not always been true. And .;,·hen 
it isn't true, there's a lms of tn:st among 
people like you in ~he go,·ernment which 
is ymirs ancl in the elcckc! officials which 
you put in office. 

The Scn:~.tc has alrc;tdy passed a ,·cry 
stro:·,g c·thics bill. The House this ''t:c!.. 
turned ~.way mJ.ny crippling :~mt'Ondments. 
And my hope is that next ,,·cek om Nation 
will have a new standard of perfoi111ance 
in finanring c.nd campaign conti'ibuting 
procedures .for tl,e \1e:mbcrs of the Con­
gress. I inherited many problcitJS. This \1·as 
one of thcrn. And the Congress h.:1s coop-· 
crated. · 

And the General Sen·ices Administr:!­
tion, one of the biggest agencies in the Fed-

1603· 
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Admini.1tralion of jimmy Carter, 1978 Sept. 23 

- I have ti question for you. _ 
· ?>.fr. President, we have lost three old­
f;:>.shioned things-respect, management, 

• .,
0

d cooperation. \Ve no longer have small 
~own iifestyles. Everything is dcteriorat­
·n" and the youth are going to the cities~ 
1 .,. ' • cl 1 Do \'OU have any comrnumty eve op-

. ment p:1~kage plans for improving small 
tohn economics so we could keep our 
ye>ung people in our towns? 

THE PRESIDENT. Thank rou, ~vf.s. Ros­
mini. I think you know you mentioned a 
subject that's dear to my o,,-n heart, the 
small towns. I come from Plains, wruch 
has a total population of less than 700, 
and ·we are trring to ma:ke sure that in the 
allocation of Federal funds for different 
projects--highways, schools, health care, 
beautification---the~~ nl•eds are met. . 

I think it's ~i very serious tl1ing when we 
ha\·e a barrier built between our large 
metropolitan centers and the more rural 
an:-:1s of our country. ] belir:,·c it's accurate 
to say t·h3. t in the last year ;drnc,st, \ve 
have turned the comer in providing­
strength in -the b;l>ically ag,-icultura'l re­
gions with the new farm bill th:1•t went 
into effect October 1, 1977, which hap­
pens to be my birthday. 

\\'e also have tried to bri11g together for 
the first time in many yea-rs the local, 
State, and federal officials who work to~ 
gether c.S a team, rather than haYing them 
sepai'ated one from another. 1n the White 
House under my top aso:istant, Jack 'Yat­
wn, \\-·c have a continuing mechanism by 
\\•hich any m;,yor or county oflicial fmm 
the smalle~t to\,·ns and counties in our 
count!)' can come directly to me through 
Jack Watson to get nreds met 

ln the departments, o'f economic dc­
vcloprnent under the Commerce Secre­
ta!)' Hou~ing and Uro:-m Development, 
Health, Education, and \\"elfare, Labor, 
we're trying to JHake sure that the j)ro­
grams arc not dcsignC'd ~pccificail)' for just 
the large metropolitan centers. I think 

it's \elY important for us to retain the 
strength of our small con>r.1ll:1ities and the 
agric•.!ltural areas .. -\nd Slnce this is wliere 
I C3.me from, and you can rest assur~d it 
,,-j!l nt\Cf be ignored as long as I'm 
Prt'sidcnt. 

That's a good qt.<estion . 

l.'RB,-\:\ RE!"EW ... i. 

Q. Good c.fternoon, :\fr. President. My 
nan1e is :\hs. Etta Cc,JOert, and I Jive in 
Aliquippa. I also live in the Logstown 
District of .-\liquippa. 

?>.fy question is, ~ince the Logsto:m 
District, or part of it, is being red.::·.-el­
oped, and homes and buildings are being 
torn down and c<hers arc not, I would 
just like to know ,,-hy are some of the 
build!ngs and som_e of the h<>m~s b:.:ing 
torn clo,,·n and others z:re left to slZ!nd in 

. a \'C!')' critical, deplorah:e condition? And 
that\ my que;:ticon. Tk::nk you,. 

THE PRi-:SIDE:\T. Tb.nk yc·tl. I ,,-i~h I 
knew the <~!',S\,·er abo;;~ ,-our n;,Hic:u~::;r 

co1nmunity, but I clon'r. I th:nk it mi::;ht 
be gcod for me to h<t\:e S·xret<!r)' of Ho~:s­
ing a.nd UrSan ·f.);;wlo;·n1e:nt Dc~parl!m-nt, 
~~Pat.....LL1:ll~~~Q.~;~~-~~~.,~!}~f~.t.L~ .... iL 

. ,·ou dr·~1't r:-1-ind. \,-i_t'n ~ ~··~(··.,l-_- .. , .. c-.il ····~...; 

rsr~~~~~~~~£;;;;~z~i~ 
lems tnat cause you concern. 

As you know, tl1e basic clecisior.s on 
which particular homes or buildin_;s ue 
torn clo .. ,·n and ,,·hich c•z1es <:·re left st<:nd­
ing b'ive to be under our o·sn SYstem of 
go\-e!-nrT,ent a clccisic•n made, b\; priv<tte 
families and also b): local gow:rn~ent aBd 
State go,,ernmcnt officials. It's not right 
nor proper for the f ecler;J.] Gr,\-ernmcnt 
to come in and make a decision about 
\\·hich hot:scs to tear do·,,-n or Jca,·e. :\nd 
I think this is so:nct~ing that must be 
done b~- the local pc1'>j1le thernselvr:s. 

Bnt l'i! :-~sk P<1t J-L z'ris, if ':ott don't 
.• ~-~~,......,..fll'l'llf>r~·~~~ ....... '"""""·.-Jt,...... 

mi'';;J.,.Jp UlH~ you a call (,;r.::ctly so t-hat 
~I\_....• -~~~(!'""6<.,._..,.....~_____. ........ -t ....... ~ 
she C1!1 }::'!\'c ('ilt: Ui !1Cl: ~-·->f: 1''110 

thcq'C~~(i;;,-;i ~-f'7n"7;ot ; <!I nil ia-;.""~ .. ~j\j; 

1605 

}} 
II 

\! 

/( 



•' 

f-

. .\ 
/. 

-·~ 

.•: ·. 

. 1 

I 

1 
.. '_1 

_. -1 

'} 
I ·• I 

I 
I 

;, 

• 

•... ··- ''"'--"-····-···•o<.-... - ..... _, ____ --~~---·~-----~- .. ---...... -----···--··· 

'·' 

Sept. 23. Administration of Jimmy Carter, 1978 

the ex~ct ~ircumstances you describe. 
Isth~tokay? • 
Q'. Thank you very much. 
THI:: P!tESIDE~T. Thank you, ~frs. Col-

bert. -~ 

PRAYER IN PUBLIC SCHOOlS 

Q. Good afternoon, Mr. President. ~1r 
name is Attorney ~felvin Clark, Jr., and 
I'm re'>iding in Pittsbur;;h, Pt:nns;·lvania. 

· ·I first would like to commend you on 
your splendid effor-ts at Camp David. I 
think I can speak for the majority of 
Americansin saying that we are extremely· 
proud. I would like to ask my question 
as a representative of the churches in and 
around Aliquippa, Penns~·lv;.mia .. 

That question is simply, whilt is your 
personal opinion on bringing prayer back 
into the public schools? 

THE PRESIDEXT. Thank you, Attorne~· 
Clark, for your comment and also your 
question. 

I am not in fa\·or of the Govemrnent 
requiring prayer in the schools. At the 
sarne time, I'm not in favor of the Govern­
ment prohibitin~ or preventing pr<i}·er i.n 
,the schoo!s. ~f)' own religious beliefs, 
which I think are coznpatib[e wi-th the, 
Supren1e Court decisions on this, ~rc that 
the first amendment to the Constitution, 
separating the church and the state, must 
be maintained. 

I believe that prayer is a private rela­
tionship or comnwnication between a per­
son and God, and that c:tch person should 
have a right to \vorship as he or she 
chooses. So, I think that prayer ought to 
be permitted in the schools; but not re­
quired for a par.ticular student. 

1'\,\TIO:'-i,\L HEALTH PROGR.\:\1 

Q. Good afternoon. My name is Alice 
.Feebler. I'm from Erie, Pennsylvania. I 
have a question for >·ou. 

Considering your principles for the na­
tional health program, you say in it that 

1606 

there will be no additional Federal spend­
ing until the year 1983. I want to know 
if th:J.t mean:; that-.-

Tnt: PRESIDE;>;T. No additional what, 
Miss Feehley? 

Q. Federal spending, ob.y?-until 
1983; also that there is no ach·er;e im­
pact on Go·.-ernment budget or the tax­
payer. Does'that mean what we h<n:e will 
stay in the budget of the Go\·ernrnent 
now, or does that mean we can exiJeCt no 
tax increase or no new Federal programs? 

THE PRtSIOEXT. That's an excellent 
q~estion, and one of the most difficult I 
will get today. 

Let me take .just a moment to describe 
the problem that we have. We need to 
have some immediate changes made in 
the health deli\·ery system in our country. 
\Ve need to have an emphasis on prt!\·en­
tion of disease, the cheapest possib:.~ way 
to ensure a person's health. \\·c need to 
have an expans:on of the kind of people 
who can treat illness once it occurs, un· 
der ·the supcn·i~ion of medic~! dodors 
~!:c:::sch·cs, more use of physicians as: ist­
ants, re~isrcn:d nurses, laboratory tech­
nicians,·- in some instances, special in­
stances, and so forth. 

\Ve need to have more emphasis on 
outpatient treatment and not require per­
sons who don't really need it to be ad­
mitted to the hospital at very large cost. 

We need to fill in some of the gaps in 
our ,pre.>ent health care coverage, because 
at this time, the bill for the Federal Gov­
ernment, including health programs, is 
paid by those who are able to work and 
pay income taxes primarily, and they are 
exactly the ones that receive practically 
no benefits from the Federal health pro­
grams. 

Many people are not CO\'Crecl br private 
health insurance. The most important 
need we ha"'e immediately, though, is to 
put a lid on the cost of hospital care. We 
have a hospital cost containment proposal. 
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